Over the last 10 years, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care has been undertaking a progressive modernization in the field of electronic production, publication and delivery. This has resulted in the availability of content in electronic form back to 1993, production of the journal on CD Rom and the current website with its advanced search engine and integration with other bibliographic systems including PubMed. An explosion in the number of print journals, availability of journals in electronic format and an open access are all exerting pressure on established journals. Now in its 34th year of publication, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care has maintained its global position amongst anaesthetic journals. The challenge is to ensure that journal quality is maintained, efficiency of production improved and the demands of authors and subscribers are met. In order to meet these challenges, the Journal is about to reveal the next phase in its electronic development strategy.
Upgrading production
Advances in information technology have revolutionized the publishing industry, including the production of medical journals. Early in 2005, the Council of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists approved development and implementation of an Enhanced Publishing System to improve the efficiency of the Journal production and ultimately to deliver cost savings. This process is nearing completion and is scheduled to go live in June 2006.
This project consists of two separate developments. The first involves an upgrade of journal control software and the development of a submissions website. All contributors will be able to access the submissions website via the existing Journal website. Authors will be able to submit their manuscripts online, update their contact details and track the progress of their submission. The new website will also enable all other contributors to the submission process to access all relevant details of manuscripts they are involved with.
Automated email alerts will be generated by the website in response to an event, for example an editor will be alerted when a reviewer returns his or her assessment. It will also be possible for editors and production staff to plot the progress of manuscripts, monitor workloads, plan issues and provide statistical information.
It is expected that the efficiencies of the Enhanced Publication System will substantially shorten the period from submission to decision on acceptance, making Anaesthesia and Intensive Care more attractive as a publication medium. This will be particularly advantageous for overseas submissions where the time-line for various steps will be significantly contracted.
The second development involves Journal production software being upgraded to streamline manuscript presentation for printing or website posting. It is anticipated that this will reduce the workload of production staff, increasing efficiencies and generating cost savings over time.
Growing the Journal
As of 2006, the New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists has officially adopted Anaesthesia and Intensive Care as its official journal. This development expands the subscription base of the Journal, but importantly provides access to even greater expertise. This relationship is now reflected in the modified Journal masthead and title pages.
For the last few years the Journal has been included in the discounted subscription to trainee members of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists. The Journal is now also being offered to intensive care trainees through the Joint Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine at a concessional rate. It is hoped that trainees will develop a long-term allegiance to the Journal and that Anaesthesia and Intensive Care will continue to be seen as a vehicle for intensive care researchers within the region to publish their work.
Subscribers will have noticed a number of high quality publications under the auspices of the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society Clinical Trials Group. The Journal sees it as important to support the activities of this group which has already developed an international reputation for the quality of its studies.
Since November 2005, all Anaesthesia and Intensive Care articles on the website over one year old are accessible to non-registered users via a pay-per-view program. Non-registered users are charged for access to an article for a 24-hour period. This change does
